34                   INTRODUCTION
The folklore of the country would naturally prove
attractive to one who was bestowing much thought
on its philosophy, and here again (Chapter XI)
Marshall's Notes are very full and entertaining.
Besides descriptions of the famous "magic squares,"
on which much has been written, there are comments
on many less known charms and tricks, as well as
various beliefs that have not found their way into the
ordinary text books on the subject. The remarks on
Muhammadan laws and religion were obtained from
a Musalman at Patna, when Marshall's own knowledge
of the vernacular must have been very slight, and in
consequence contain many misconceptions, but, as
elsewhere, his errors are counterbalanced by statements
of value regarding customs prevalent in his day.
Of our author's temperament and character much
can be learned from his  Diaries.     He  was fearless,
stern and  uncompromising  in  the  discharge of hi$
duties,   refusing to   be  either   intimidated  or black-
mailed.    When threatened by a customs officer (i2th
May,   1671)  with  the  stoppage  of the   Company's
goods unless a bribe was forthcoming,  " Therefore
I would give him nothing because  i   would  breake
that custom of extortion/*    Again, three days later,
when an underling tried the same game on him, he
promptly appealed to the chief official in charge of the
place and received an immediate apology.     He was
as jealous of his own position as of that of his masters,
and the acrimony which marked  his  relations  with
Gabriel Townsend  was  probably^  as   previously  re-
marked, due to the fact that Townsend, as a factor of
longer standing, treated the newcomer with a lack of
respect,    A stickler for etiquette, Marshall's vexation